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Policy Briefs - ITHub4 Non-wood forest products

Why Innovations Matter for Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFPs)

Non-wood forest products (NWFPs) such as
cork, resins, mushrooms, truffles, nuts,
berries, and medicinal plants play a key role
in the maintenance of rural livelihoods,
cultural heritage, sustainable food systems,
and the green economy. They contribute to
climate action, biodiversity conservation,
rural employment, and healthier diets.
Despite generating up to €23 billion
annually in Europe, NWFP value chains
remain underdeveloped due to fragmented
policies, scarce and unreliable production
and market data, informal markets, and
lack of innovation. This gap highlights the
need to place them more firmly on the
policy and innovation agenda.

Latest data of EIP-AGRI Operational Groups show that innovations in NWFPs play a key role as they:
Focus on products, processes, and services, with strong emphasis on technological advancements;
Contribute to social equity and rural development, although innovations in social and organizational dimensions remain
limited;
Increase sustainability and transparency in production and harvesting;
Develop competitive, territorial, and fair value chains;
Foster product differentiation through certification, traceability, and quality standards;
Link science, practice, and policy.

Innovations in Non-Wood Forest Products  are vital to fully
embed them in the bioeconomy, boosting rural
development and human well-being
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